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Falling for
Montour Falls
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esidents of Montour Falls,
New York, were mourning
he demise of the landmark

Henderson’s Pharmacy on West Main
Street when it closed last year, sure it
was a death knell to business as usual
in this small Finger Lakes town.

But the drugstore had barely closed
when the Village Bakery started renova-
tions with plans to open before the end
of this summer. And already another
pharmacy has opened just a block away.

“This town is really bouncing
back,” Chef William Cornelius of the
Harvest Cafe says. “Fast.”

Montour Falls (pop. 1,750) is

rapidly coming out of the shadows of

its more famous neighbor a few miles
north on NY Route 14, Watkins Glen,
Once a \‘i||.lgr I\cu:,\[u often discovered
by serendipity, Montour Falls has blos-
somed in the last few years with new
businesses, a theater, upscale loft-style
apartments, and even the beginnings
of a village nighdlife.

Turn down West Main Street and
it’s like viewing an historic postcard with
the flm\'ing 5hcqu;lgm Falls i:pu'lur-;d
above) Howing water into the creck in
front of a village park. When visitors
come up the street from the highway for
the first time, the falls can be stantling, In
the wetter seasons it is as if they are pour-

ing warer right into the downtown.

In the mid-1800s, Montour Falls
was the seat of government for Schuy
ler County, though at that time the
town was called Havana, becoming
Montour Falls in 1890, It was a hub
of activity with canal-based commerce,
later handled by the railroad. Ir's the
home of the Schuyler County His-
torical Society where local experts can
bring visitors up to speed on county
history in fascinating detail.

And all of that rich history is high
lighted for visitors as part of a concert
ed community-wide effort 1o pur the
town back on the map. And it’s work-
ing. It is apparent the historic town has

1 .
blossomed again,
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Six years ago Valeric and Jeff

Snider moved to Montour Falls from
California, opening the Harvest Café
on Main Strect, At that time, the small
downtown strip had as many vacant
storefronts as businesses really making
it. The Snider’s vision was to create not
just a café, bur a communiry.

Their mowoe for their enterprise
since day one has been: “Where Com-
munity Happens.”

Bir by bir they transformed a
lunch-counter into what is now a res-
raurant/communirty hub by day and a
nightclub several nights per week fea
wring musicians, poets, artists, and
writers—even some karaoke,

Its not the Algonquin Round-
table, but it’s getting there,

The Sniders had the good fortune

—and perhaps foresight—rthis year
to hire Chef Cornelius to head up
their food services. (hipll;l"_\' from
Lakewood, Ohio (and now a War
kins Glen resident), the former televi-
sion chef pcrmn.llir:.' Was wnr‘king on
product development with Brick Vil
lage Gourmer in Mayville, New York,
and had just launched his own line of
sourmet food products under the la-

%

“Chel William Creations.”
“Montour Falls is like a big ex-
tended family,” he said. “The town
is so friendly ro small businesses and
visiting people, it's amazing,”

Just up the street from the Har-
vest Café is an equally friendly and
COdTLmuancy -minded s)x)lf(hc reno-
vated Montour House, built in 1840
and once operated as a hotel.
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1€ rec-smory brick !nuldxngj‘ houscs Joft Apart-
myenes, 4 variety of professional offices, and the Mon
tour Caffes House and Wine Bar, a salon thar also acts
35 2 vishtors center for Monsour Falls, featuring work by
l' '.-ll AFNIsEs,

“We get a very intoresting group of visitors and tour
iszs through here,” Maggie Martin, artist and owner of
the coffee
walk up and down Main Screet and around the

house and wine bar snx. “1 el vishors, just
I

Ihere's peenty 10 s and C-J.‘

‘est Main Street and its in-

The "T7 is the strip of W
rersecrian with Genesee Streer at the falls. Eardy morn
imgs in July and August, Kate Chescbrough offers yoga
asses In the shadow of the warerfalls, drawing locals
and tourtsts 1o the quict setring,

“People say char in just an bour and half; it’s like the
waterfalls help recharge them,” Chesehrough says,

A half-block from the wazerfall i the Old Havana
Courthouse Theatre, a plavhouse thar puts an live shows
all sumener i the radition and manner of old-stde the-
aver shows,

::ny 7'-_'.|er l'-?'ru:x!;\ iIlLlLJL’ The Meoserise .-'lh'-" .rl'\(
Maiden and The Froentars Daughter...or The Villaia
Made @ Grad for phe Lab. Like the Moarour House, the
thesrre had fallen into disuse but last year was rescwed
by 2 community effort.

“It filks up for shows now all the time,” Martin says

Anather gem that draws people is the stately public li-

brary right mexe door, an historic building i where
the full story of Monrour Falls' transfoomarion from 2
Seneca Indian village in che 17008 0 a modern city &

d ;I oul



uis |

Lt
Montour Falls is also homse 1o a 180-boat marina and
umpg,mund with ninety spaces and a long waiting lise
Bus campers also head 1o nearby Havana Glen in great
numbers during the season, as do hikers on the Carherine
Valley Trail. a tradl thar stretches fram Seneca Lake almast
1o the village of Horseheads along the edge af trout-filled
Catherine Creek.

The chances of people whizzing past Montour Falls
should drop by the end of sammer when a project to cre-
ate a daxzling ensryway and central median entrance to
downtown will be completed

“The median will have large trees and we have a big
welcoming sign thar will point people into town " Mar-
un '\-‘.\ 5.

“And once Shequagua Falls carches their eye Wedl,

they will want o sty and visie,” &

Michael J. Fitzgerald is a former Califarnia mewspaper edi-
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stor and wvirer, He lives in Winoking (el



